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The Plainview-Old Bethpage community welcomed in the 
Year of the Dog with tremendous excitement at the first 
annual Lunar New Year celebration last Friday evening.  
Present were all the Chinese teachers who have pioneered 

the teaching of Chinese from 
grades 1-12 in our schools 
and have written the 
definitive text on teaching 
Chinese that is used 
throughout the country. The 
entire community came out 
to enjoy the festivities and 
were impressed with each 
performance. http://video.sinovision.net/?id=43201#10006-weixin-1-
52626-6b3bffd01fdde4900130bc5a2751b6d1&sts=1518638917827 

 

The celebrations continued weeklong in all of our elementary schools as each of them held their 

annual Chinese New Year parade.  Students filled the hallways waving their ribbons and good 

fortune signs.  The children cheered as the symbolic lions and dragons marched through the 

school, together with drummers, ribbon and fan dancers.  Tradition has it that the lions and 

dragons scare away bad luck in order to make way for good luck in the New Year!  Students in 

grades 1-4 have been learning about the special traditions, symbols and foods for this holiday in 

their Chinese classes.  As 2018 marks the Year of the Dog, many students across the district 

have brought in pictures of their own dogs.  Mrs. 

Firestein and Mrs. Jung have displayed their pictures 

in the hallways, alongside the decorative student-made 

lanterns and signs, to foster a most festive atmosphere.  

It is said that those born during the Year of the Dog are 

loyal, responsible, practical and realistic. 

Earlier this month, first grade students at Pasadena 

Elementary School were treated to a Chinese 

acrobatics show.  The children watched the daring performances with great amazement.  Some 

students even participated in demonstrations where they performed the plate twirling act – and 

they did so with great precision! 

 
We wish everyone good 
fortune, health, peace 
and success in the Year 
of the Dog! 
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